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an advance towards a more powerful imaginative life. The
discipline of the intellectual life is an altogether saving factor
in any culture worthy of its name. If therefore the issue between
the romantic and the classical attitudes were a difference in
their respective views of the intelligence, the one decrying
or patronizing it, the other upholding it, there would be no
question as to where our choice should lie.
The issue between the romantic and classical attitudes
is of course not so simple as this. Perhaps the most important
factor in the dispute has to do with the view to be taken of the
relation of the individual to society and tradition, the one
tending to assertion of the individual as opposed to society
and tradition, the other asserting the supremacy of the latter.
But the issue is, when all is said and done, primarily a matter
of emphasis, which by no means excludes recognition of the
great importance of what each side in the dispute is concerned
to uphold. It is true that according as weight is given to the
emphasis two different kinds of sensibility tend to occur>
two attitudes which we may understand and into which we
can and must sympathetically enter. Unless we can effect such
imaginative enjoyment of both attitudes, we disqualify ourselves
from the first necessity of criticism. It is fatal for the critic
to encase himself in a steel frame which disables him from
appreciation of a different mode of sensibility from his own.
If the critic enters either opposed camp, we can be sure that
his appreciation and judgment will suffer; he will become the
mouthpiece of a militant sect and his deliverances warped.
But if the critic must, in an important degree, disqualify
himself by such action, it by no means follows that he has
nothing to say by way of judgment and assessment of signifi-
cance in regard to such a clash of sensibilities. In so long
standing an issue it is unlikely that neither side in the dispute
has anything of vital importance to contribute towards a
permanent culture; and it is obviously the case that the situation
in which at any time in history we find ourselves is one of
necessary tension between individual and society, a tension